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THE “ASSOCIATION OF NATIONS” 
R. HARDING’S suggestion of annual inter- 


national conferences as the basis for a 
universal Association of Nations is still too 
tentative to be discussed with definiteness. It 
would seem gratuitous at this juncture to argue 
that such a proposal endangers the League of 
Nations. Moreover, it is our information that 
some of the most important representatives of 
the League of Nations who happen to be dele- 
gates at the Washington Conference heartily en- 
dorse the President’s move. His suggestion 
should be welcomed as a further step by the 
United States toward participation in that degree 
of international cooperation which alone can 
prevent war. 

The Executive Committee of the F. P. A. is 


FROM A NEWSPAPER EDITOR: 

“ The chief danger to the conference at 
present is the journalists. They stir up more 
reports of dissension and selfishness, ten times 
over, than exist. Every word spoken in any 
conference which can be twisted into a threat or 
a growl is promptly printed under that inter- 
pretation. It’s sickening, in view of the import- 
ance of the Conference. As a matter of fact, 
things are not going badly at all. I look for the 
American limitation plan practically in toto and 
for a modus vivendi in the Far East about half 
way between what China wants and the present 


reality.” 


FROM AN OLD MEMBER: 
“Because I believe in a League of Nations, 
because I believe that war is a custom we must 


a Year. 


and can outgrow, because I believe that the 
Washington Conference is an honest effort to 
fight the evil of war and because I believe that 
the organization of which I am a member can 
help and is helping, I send my check for five 
dollars to help defray present expenses. I wish 
that it could be many times five dollars.” 
RS. MALCOLM FORBES has raised several eninsnsieesnens 

eral hundred dollars to reprint Dr. Harry The Foreign Policy Association has an 
Emerson Fosdick’s sermon, “Shall We End active executive committee, active sub- 
War?” Dr. Fosdick’s parishioners have con- committees, active study groups and an ac- 
tributed for the same purpose and the new edi- tive office. WHAT WE NEED IS A MORE 
tion will number fifty thousand copies. These ACTIVE AND COOPERATING MEM- 
will be for free distribution and may be ordered BERSHIP. Tell your friends about the 
through the F. P. A. office at no expense save for F. P. A. If they are interested in foreign 
postage or express charges. In asking for copies affairs they ought to be interested in us. 
in small quantities please enclose postage with Where for any reason you cannot approach 
order. pople directly send in names and addresses 
to this office and we will follow up your 
suggestions. A revised edition of our 
pamphlet describing the organization and 
activities of the Association has just been 
printed and may be had upon application. 
Bear in mind that we are a democratic 
group. Help us to DOUBLE OUR MEM- 
BERSHIP BY JANUARY Ist. 


calling a meeting for Thursday, December 1, of 
a few people particularly interested and well 
informed, to discuss how the enthusiasm and 
idealism revived by the Washington Conference 
may best be utilized to bring the United States 
into some sort of organic world relationship. 
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Curistina MERRIMAN, Secretary 
Subscription to the BuLLeTIN $1. 
F. P. A. 


12:45, Hotel Pennsylvan 





Application for second class entry pending. 
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What About It? 
Speakers will be announced later. 
Tickets $2.00 each. 


A summary of the Far-Eastern problems, prepared 
by Dr. Sidney L. Gulick, has just been published by 
the Commission on International Justice and Good 
Will of the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in 
America, 105 East 22nd Street, New York. The 
pamphlet is admirable in every way, and gives in brief 
compass by far the best resumé we have seen. 20 pp. 
Price 25c a copy, special price for larger quantities. 
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McDonatp, Chairman 


Membership $ 
The “Association of Nations 


Next Luncheon D 


December 17, at 


NUMBER THREE 
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THE WASHINGTON CONFERENCE 


Problems of the Far East 


R. ROOT’S four principles (really a condensation—materially weakened and generalized—of 
the Chinese ten points printed in the BULLETIN last week), agreed to in principle by all of the 
powers at the Conference, bind them: 

(1) To respect the sovereignty, the independence and the territorial and administrative 
integrity of China. 


(2) To provide the fullest and most unembarrassed opportunity to China to develop and 
maintain for herself effective and stable government. 


(3) To use their influence for the purpose of effectually establishing and maintaining the 


principle of equal opportunity for the commerce and industry of all nations throughout the 
territory of China. 


(4) To refrain from taking advantage of the present conditions in order to seek special 
rights or privileges which would abridge the rights of the subjects or citizens of friendly states 
and from countenancing action inimical to the security of such states. 


It is increasingly evident that only the beginning of a settlement of the Far Eastern problem 
can be made at this Conference. Perhaps Mr. Root’s principles constitute this beginning. Evidently, 
however, some sort of permanent concert of the powers must be set up for the progressive develop- 
ment and interpretation of these general principles. 


Is France “Morally Isolated”? 

RANCE’S attitude at the Conference, as voiced first by M. Briand and later by M. Viviani, has 

checked any hope of effective action in reference to limitation of land armament at this time. 

Mr. Briand was apparently prepared to negotiate on a basis either of cancellation of French 
indebtedness to us, or of our agreement to join in the much-desired guarantee with Great Britain 
against German aggression. When he found that the United States was prepared at this time to accept 
neither of these alternatives, he declared in substance that France must be her own judge of her mili- 
tary needs, 

M. Viviani later announced as his personal opinion that if Germany under any pretext was 
invited to the Conference, France must require as a condition precedent to Germany’s admission, a 
guarantee that any agreement reached in reference to German reparation or disarmament would be 
guaranteed and enforced by the states represented in Washington. Such a guarantee would be most 
naturally embodied in an association of nations which would guarantee, not France alone, but any 
nation against unprovoked attack. It is significant in this connection that a number of Germans of 
prominence and authority have expressed their opinion that Germany would be glad to see any guar- 
antee given France that would remove the French sense of fear, or excuse for fear, of German 
aggression. 

Not unless and until the world becomes convinced that France’s policy is determined by ven- 
geance and force rather than by a policy of cooperation and conciliation, will France become morally 
isolated. 

Treaty or “Gentlemen’s Agreement”? 
NTIMATIONS that the results of the Conference might not be embodied in treaty form but merely 
expressed in an exchange of diplomatic notes have come so persistently from Washington during 
the last few days that the Administration would seem to be sounding out public opinion on this 
question of procedure. The burden of proof is clearly on those who would avoid a formal treaty. 
Of course the Senate is difficult to deal with. But public opinion is so deeply stirred that it is improb- 


able that any serious Senatorial opposition to a program agreed upon by the Conference as a whole 
would be tolerated. 


Secret treaties are bad, but are not diplomatic exchanges, which at most can commit only the 
executive branches of government, worse? 


If the decisions of the Washington Conference are not 
such as to command the decisive support of public opinion here and abroad, they should not be 


adhered to. 


Scrap the Submarines 

E HOPE that our delegates are prepared to recede from their position of insisting on the main- 

tenance of 90,000 tons of submarines. Great Britain is right. The cruiser submarine is not 

defensive. It is an offensive weapon. It should therefore be completely eliminated. Have 

we so soon forgotten that we were brought into the world war, not by capital ships, but by sub- 
marines ? 

An Economic Conference 

ROM the most diverse sources, indisputable evidence accumulates of the increasing economic, 

financial and industrial demoralization in large parts of Europe and of Asia. Even the most 

optimistic observer is unwilling to predict that this condition, which in many countries threatens 

civilizations itself, can be measurably cured without the active assistance of the United States. What 

form should this helpfulness take? There is a remarkable degree of unanimity among financiers as 

to the immediate steps necessary. But it is quite unlikely that without the publicity and education 

which would result from an international economic conference held in this country we can expect our 


public opinion to be sufficiently aroused to sanction such governmental measures as the exigencies of 
the world-situation demand. AEE 24, 





